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BATA COMMENT ON DEPUTY PM’s PROMISE TO ACCELERATE 
MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 

 

Commenting on today’s promise by Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg to give new special 

priority status to up to 40 of the biggest national infrastructure projects most important to 

Britain’s future growth prospects, Simon Buck, Chief Executive of the British Air Transport 

Association said: 

 

“One of the greatest private sector funded projects the Government could approve at nil 

cost to the British Exchequer would be the construction of new runway capacity at our 

overcrowded London airports. As a result, London’s airports are losing routes and hence 

new business to our continental rivals who are rapidly expanding their own airports. 

 

As an island nation, Britain’s future prosperity depends on our connectivity with the rest of 

the world – especially with the growing economies of Brazil, China and India where we 

need to compete effectively if we are to win new business and attract tourist income. 

According to the Committee on Climate Change, UK aviation could grow sustainably by up 

to 60% without impacting the UK’s climate change commitments. Yet, for some reason, 

this Government seems determined to turn its back on the £30 billion or so of economic 

benefit that new runway capacity would bring to the UK at a time when the UK economy 

needs every bit of help it can get.  

 

Rather than putting its foot on the accelerator in this respect, the Government has its foot 

firmly on the brakes and is at risk of sliding the UK economy into an even deeper trough 

than we are in already” 

 

ENDS 

 
 
 
 



 - 2 - 

Notes to Editors 
 

 BATA is the trade body for UK-registered airlines, with members representing all sectors of 
the industry.  

 In 2010, BATA members employed over 71,000 people, operated four-fifths of the UK 
commercial aircraft fleet and were responsible for some 96% of UK airline output, carrying 
119 million passengers and 1 million tonnes of cargo.  

 The ten BATA member airlines are:, bmi, British Airways, DHL, easyJet, flybe, Jet2.com, 
Monarch, Thomas Cook, Thomson Airways and Virgin Atlantic. 

 Nick Clegg’s Speech was delivered on 14
th
 September to the London School of Economics 

and is available at  
http://www.dpm.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/speech-economy-london-school-economics 
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BATA Office: 0207 222 9494/Simon Buck: 07584 016 925/Neal Weston: 07855 736 487 
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