Letter Published in Evening Standard – 6 March 2007

28 February 2007

Dear Sir 

The Mayor’s hot air over flights 

UK airlines are dismayed to see false statistics, such as those put out by the Mayor in his Climate Change Action Plan, which imply that aviation contributes 34 per cent of London’s CO2 emissions (27 February). 

This misrepresentation seems to be based on the bizarre assumption that all CO2 emissions from a flight (from Heathrow to Hong Kong for example) are made in the London area, whereas for road or rail journeys from London, the statistics only include emissions made inside the M25.  

Climate change is a global phenomenon. UK aviation recognises the need to play its full part in a global solution, which is why it has led the way in the successful campaign for airlines to be included in the EU’s emissions trading scheme.

Gross exaggeration of aviation’s responsibility for climate change risks diverting attention from tackling issues such as power generation and deforestation, which would offer far greater prospect of a genuine solution to this critical problem

Roger Wiltshire

Secretary General, British Air Transport Association 

