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Dear Mr Dyer

Thank you for your letter seeking our views on your campaign to include aviation in the Climate
Change Bill. We welcome the opportunity to share with you some of the wide range of work
being undertaken by the industry to improve its environmental performance.

This letter sets out our overall position on the best way of dealing with aviation’s contribution to
climate change, together with more detailed information on the industry’s commitments and
progress towards achieving sustainable aviation. We believe that the social and economic
benefits of the global connectivity which air transport makes possible, makes it essential for us to
ensure it has a sustainable future.

1. Aviation requires international not domestic solutions

Aviation is a global activity requiring global solutions. We believe that the best place to address
the issue of aviation’s contribution to climate change is in international fora such as ICAQ, the UN
body responsible for international aviation. We support the inclusion of aircraft CO2 emissions in
the European Emissions Trading Scheme as a first step towards a fully international solution.
Unilateral action by individual countries will not only be ineffective, it will severely disadvantage
any country doing so.

2. Calculating aviation’s contribution to climate change emissions
In relation to your specific comments on the methodology of calculating aviation’s climate change
emissions it is absolutely vital that there is a robust assessment and quantification not just of
aviation’s contribution but that of other sources of climate change emissions too. Without this
there is a danger that policy instruments may be ineffectively targeted.

We are supporting the scientific community in efforts to improve the understanding of aircraft non-
CO, atmospheric effects. We also understand that non-CO; ‘multipliers’ based on the Radiative
Forcing Index are a mis-application of science because they fail to account for the resident
timescales of emissions..

3. Sustainable Aviation

Aviation must ensure that its own operations are as carbon efficient as possible. It is focusing on
three key areas; the introduction of improved air traffic management systems and operations, the
development of cleaner and more efficient aircraft and engines and the inclusion of aviation in
emissions trading. Emissions trading represents the most effective and efficient way for aviation
to pay for its impact on climate change. Whilst UK industry would prefer an international trading
scheme, the EU scheme provides a valuable first step towards this important goal.
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