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BATA Comment on Commission’s Proposed Revisions to 
Airline Passenger Legislation 

 

Commenting on today’s proposals from the European Commission to “clarify and 

strengthen enforcement of the Regulation”, Simon Buck, chief executive of BATA, said: 

 

“One of the major shortcomings of the current European legislation is the lack of common 

enforcement around the EU , leading to an inconsistent approach between Member 

States. This causes problems of interpretation for both passengers and airlines alike and 

greater clarity is therefore to be welcomed. However, the problems with the Regulation 

are more deep-seated than this and there is an urgent need for the Commission to 

address the complexity of some of the highly prescriptive provisions that can result in 

confusion and protracted dispute. There is also a problem with the unlimited liability faced 

by airlines which could be devastating for the industry in the event of another crisis, such 

as last year’s volcano, resulting in the closure of European airspace.” 

ENDS 
 
Notes to Editors 
 

 BATA is the trade body for UK-registered airlines, with members representing all sectors of 
the industry.  

 In 2009, BATA members employed 76,000 people, operated four-fifths of the UK 
commercial aircraft fleet and were responsible for some 93% of UK airline output, carrying 
121 million passengers and 1 million tonnes of cargo.  

 The eleven BATA member airlines are: Air Southwest, bmi, British Airways, DHL, easyJet, 
flybe, Jet2.com, Monarch, Thomas Cook, Thomson Airways and Virgin Atlantic. 
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