BAIA—

The Voice of UK Airlines

Media Comment
Date of Issue: 4™ March 2011
Comment on Publication of UK Government Tourism Policy

Simon Buck, Chief Executive of the British Air Transport Association (BATA), responding to
today’s publication of the Government’s Tourism Policy, said:
“We very much welcome the fact that there is a Government tourism strategy, albeit one that
largely ignores the three main obstacles to developing tourism to and from the UK which are
the taxation of flights, the cost of visas for foreign visitors and a lack of airport capacity in the
South East of England. According to ONS figures, outbound tourism contributes £15 billion to
the UK economy and supports many thousands of jobs as well as enriching the life experience
of millions of UK families. Regrettably, this important sector is effectively dismissed by the
Government’s strategy.”
ENDS

Notes to Editors

e BATA is the trade body for UK-registered airlines, with members representing all sectors of the

industry.

* In 2009, BATA members employed 76,000 people, operated four-fifths of the UK commercial
aircraft fleet and were responsible for some 93% of UK airline output, carrying 121 million
passengers and 1 million tonnes of cargo.

e The eleven BATA member airlines are: Air Southwest, bmi, British Airways, DHL, easyJet,
flybe, Jet2.com, Monarch, Thomas Cook, Thomson Airways and Virgin Atlantic.

e  Further details about the Tourism Policy can be found on the DCMS website at:
http://www.culture.gov.uk/news/news stories/7899.aspx
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